
Kalamazoo County  
Substance Abuse Task Force
Who are we?
The Kalamazoo County Substance Abuse Task Force is a dedicated group  
of community members that develop strategies, programs, and practices to  
address alcohol and substance abuse issues in our community. This effort  
involves reducing access to substances, preventing high-risk behaviors,  
promoting community awareness, connecting community resources, and  
providing education. The efforts of the Task Force are funded by a Strategic  
Prevention Framework/State Incentive Grant through the Michigan Office of  
Drug Control Policy and Kalamazoo Community Mental Health & Substance  
Abuse Services.

At least 22% of Michigan 
students stated they had 
smoked, drank alcohol,  
or tried marijuana by  
age ten. 
��
� Michigan�Youth�Risk�Behavior�Survey,�2005

43% of Michigan students said they had at least one 
drink of alcohol on one or more of the past 30 days.
�
� Michigan�Youth�Risk�Behavior�Survey,�2007

Who Are Our Partners?
The Task Force is a collaboration of diverse community  
stakeholders including:

• Parents/Youth • Treatment & Prevention Specialists

• Medical Professionals • Public Officials

• Law Enforcement • Faith-based Organizations

• Teachers • Business Owners

• School Administrators • Community-based Organizations

• Court Officials • Concerned Citizens

Who Should Be Involved?
Every community member has something to offer. In order to fight back against substance abuse, the community needs to 
work together. It is our voice, our community and our opportunity.  Please join us as we continue this very important work.

How Can You Get Involved?
Join a Community Strategy Team! Strategy Teams are a vital component of the Task Force 
and will be developing a community action plan to address substance abuse issues in our 
local community. These teams will focus on:

  Access to Alcohol and Other Drugs

• Develop positive relationships with local retailers and bar owners

• Vendor & retailer education

• Address social norms regarding underage drinking and substance abuse

  Policy & Enforcement

• Provide research and education regarding current policy and enforcement efforts and  
 critical community needs

• Compliance checks

• Advocacy efforts

  Social Marketing

• Guide the development and implementation of social marketing campaigns

• Define appropriate marketing strategies for identified target audiences

  Youth & Family Services

• Align community services with identified needs

• Develop a continuum of services ranging from primary prevention through treatment  
 which includes strategies targeting peers/youth, family, schools, and the community

• Expand and leverage resources to address unmet needs

• Serve as community liaison in regard to substance abuse issues



611 Whitcomb, Suite A
Kalamazoo, MI 49008

269.388.4200
269.388.2070 fax
kzootaskforce.com

Never doubt that a small group  
of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has. 

�Margaret�Mead

Our Voice. 
Our Community. 
Our Opportunity.

How can you help?
 Be Alert. Pay attention to the way you talk about alcohol and other drugs and how you use alcohol around youth.  
 Listen and look to see how many times a day youth are exposed to alcohol and drug messages in the media. Find  
 out where the youth in your life spend their free time, and get to know their friends.

 Speak Up. Talk to people you know about youth substance abuse issues. Be the voice in your neighborhood, church,  
 community group, workplace or school.

 Learn More. The Information is one of the greatest tools we have in changing perceptions about substance abuse.  
 Knowledge about the topic will help us better address these issues in our community.

  
 For more information, please contact:

     Jenny Jordan 
 Coordinator, Kalamazoo County Substance Abuse Task Force 
 269.388.4200, ext. 27 
 jjordan@prevention-works.org 


